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Abstract

Despite the harmful consequences of using illegal performance-enhancing drugs in health, today
the use of these drugs by athletes is very widespread. However, the use of these drugs in Iran,
unlike many countries, is not considered a criminal behavior in the criminal laws, so that the fear
of punishment prevents athletes from using these drugs. The purpose of this research is to
investigate the effect of reactive prevention on the prevention of the use of performance-enhancing
drugs by athletes. For this purpose, the present research investigated the feasibility of reactive
prevention of the use of illegal performance-enhancing drugs by examining the basics and
challenges of criminalization. The results of the research showed that reactive prevention is
compatible with legitimate principles such as the principle of harm and legal paternalism; but due
to the existence of practical challenges and theoretical challenges in criminalizing, the use of
performance-enhancing drugs, such an action is not able to provide the basic goal of establishing
a law (criminalization) which is a desirable and effective implementation. On the other hand,
considering that nowadays in most countries, the main emphasis in fighting against the use of
performance-enhancing drugs is on growth-oriented and community-oriented prevention,
therefore, reactive (criminal) prevention cannot be a desirable preventive solution.
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1. problem-based learning
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1. the criminal law as last resort
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