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Abstract

Regarding the property of a presumed-dead absentee, if no prior arrangements have been made by
the absentee and the interested parties apply for possession of the absentee's assets before the final
issuance of a presumed death ruling, the court—upon appointing a trustee and receiving the
necessary guarantees—places all assets under the temporary supervision of that trustee.
Furthermore, in the event of a request for a presumed death declaration by heirs or interested
parties, the court—after one year has passed from the publication of the final public notice and
upon being assured of the absentee’s continued absence—issues the presumed death ruling.
Following this ruling, all assets of the absentee are permanently transferred to the heirs, who are
thereafter recognized as the legal owners and may freely dispose of the property. Additionally,
once the presumed death ruling becomes final, all guarantees obtained from the trustee or the heirs
are fully discharged. According to judicial precedent, once the absentee status is legally confirmed,
a trustee is appointed by the court to preserve and manage the absentee’s assets. This article seeks
to answer the following questions: What legal rulings apply to the property of a presumed-dead
absentee? What is the role of the trustee in safeguarding these assets? And how is this issue
handled within judicial practice? The study concludes that, due to the importance of safeguarding
the assets of an absentee, the legislature has demonstrated a particular sensitivity—most notably
through the mechanism of appointing a trustee. This sensitivity is also evident in judicial
precedent. The article explores this significant legal matter through a descriptive-analytical
method using library resources.
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